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BROOKS RECEIVES BI-PARTISAN LEGISLATIVE
SUPPORT TO REFORM COUNTY BUDGET PROCESS 
First Recommendation of Budget Advisory Team to be Considered  

Taking the first action on the Monroe County Budget Advisory Team’s Report, which was issued
Friday, Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks proposed full enactment of the Report’s #1
identified priority – an overhaul of the county budget process.

“In their report, From Crisis to Stability, the Budget Advisory Committee recommended changes to
Monroe County’s budget process as their most immediate priorities – out of 100 proposals,” said
Brooks.  “After reading the report, I am in complete agreement with this recommendation.  An
overhaul of Monroe County’s budget process is a necessary first step toward implementing
additional recommendations and independent ideas that will lead us to achieving fiscal stability.”

Joining Brooks in calling for implementation of the Budget Advisory Team’s recommendation to
reform the County’s budget process were County Legislature President Wayne E. Zyra, a
Republican, and County Legislator C. Mitchell Rowe, a Democrat – demonstrating a bi-partisan
commitment by the Legislative Branch of County Government to these changes, as well.

Specifically, Brooks, Zyra and Rowe have proposed a Local Law that would implement the Budget
Advisory Team’s recommendations on altering the County’s budget process.  The Local Law would
amend the Monroe County Charter and Administrative Code to enact these changes.

The Budget Advisory Team’s recommendations to overhaul the County’s budget process were
grouped together in their report, as “Key Recommendation Number 1.” The recommendations
include:

• Multi-year budget forecasting;

• Presentation of the County Budget as two separate documents, a Mandated Budget and a Non-
Mandated Budget;

• Presentation of the Mandated and Non-Mandated Budget Documents to reflect the clear areas
of jurisdiction of elected county officials, specifically the County Executive, Sheriff, County
Clerk, District Attorney and County Legislature;

• Changing the submission date of the County Budget from the second week of October to
November 15th. 
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“Reforming the County’s budget process, as recommended by the Budget Advisory Team’s Report,
will increase fiscal accountability and facilitate better planning,” said Brooks.  “Changing the
County’s budget submission date will allow us to have more accurate state and federal numbers to
base our forecasts.  Implementing a post-election submission date for the budget will also create a
clear line of demarcation between ‘election-time’ and ‘budget-time’ in our community.”  

It is important to note that a Post Election Day budget submission date would bring Monroe
County in line with most other county governments in the State of New York.  Of the 57 counties
in New York (excluding the City of New York), 32 have Post Election Day budget submission dates
– and of those 32, 25 have submission dates of November 15th.

“I commend the County Executive for appointing the Budget Advisory Team,” said Zyra. “Their
report has many meaningful proposals for us to consider.  I enthusiastically endorse their top
recommendation of reforming the County’s budget process.  These changes will lead to increased
accuracy, better planning and less partisanship – and the taxpayers of Monroe County will be the
beneficiaries.”

“The annual budget document is the foundation for all we do in county government,” said Rowe.
“More detail and less politics is sure to help us move towards stronger footing.  County Democrats
have long advocated for multi-year budget forecasting and I am pleased to support the County
Executive in moving this forward.”

The full report of the Monroe County Budget Advisory Committee is available on the Monroe
County Web Site, www.monroecounty.gov. A copy of the referral to the Monroe County
Legislature, submitted by County Executive Maggie Brooks, County Legislature President Wayne
Zyra and County Legislator C. Mitchell Rowe, is attached.  

The first legislative consideration of this proposal will take place Wednesday, August 4th at the
regularly scheduled meetings of the Agenda/Charter and Ways & Means Committees.
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